16.03.2007

Ewa Sadowska, the coordinator of the EuroMI Project, took part in the opening session of the ECAS seminar: “Seeing the wood for the trees after the Year of Workers’ Mobility. Recommendations for policy action on workers’ mobility.” The seminar was attended by Janusz Kochanowski, The Polish Ombudsman.    
 
OPENING SESSION
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Mario Monti, the ECAS Chairman, opened the conference. He pointed out that a common feature of such people as Jan Kułakowski and Ewa Sadowska is the quick development of leadership among the citizens of the New Member States both in the field of politics and in the civic society. In the opening session entitled “The main achievements of the Year of Workers’ Mobility and prospects for the Mobility Action Plan.” the following people took part:

 
1. Jerome Vignon, Director, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities 

2. Jean Lambert, Member of European Parliament (Great Britain, Greens) 
3. Jan Kułakowski, Member of European Parliament, Poland, (ALDE) 
4. Ewa Sadowska, Secretary of the Board, Barka Foundation for Mutual Help

 
Jerome VIGNON expressed his satisfaction with the fact that the European Year of Workers’ Mobility evoked such a wide response. In the course of the activities undertaken during these 12 months, a conclusion has been drawn that mobility is a precious tool of building social capital. What we need is an individual approach to mobility. The citizens, who take advantage of their right to labor mobility need to be well informed in regard to their rights, responsibilities and the potential dangers. One must admit that migration has both advantages and disadvantages but they do constitute a great chance for the development and integration of our societies. In order to make the migration process more effective and safe, a system of close cooperation between the civic society and the legislators needs to be established.     
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Jean LAMBERT admitted that the task of handling the complicated processes which take place after the labor market opening is quite a challenge both for the national governments and the European Union which struggles to work out a common migration policy. In the new situation, new questions about identity arise. Wider forms of identity become more and more visible. We start talking about a European and global identity.  

Mrs Lambert pictured the diversity of the effects of the migration flows by giving two examples from the press. The first one was a description of the situation of Poles who work on the black market in very bad conditions, for over 10 hours a day and are being exploited by unscrupulous employers and criminal gangs. The second news said that the migration labor force constitutes 25% of the people employed in tourism in Great Britain (26 000 people). Only a few years ago there were no migrants in this branch and there was a serious labor market gap there.   

During the Year of Workers’ Mobility, people have come to realize that migration is something which you need to manage. She stressed the significant role of information provision, the role of diplomatic institutions and the need to strengthen the role of non-governmental organizations. She referred to the quick response of the civic society organizations such as the Simon Community and the Barka Foundation.   

The role of the public administration and organizations can not be limited to the plain recruitment of workers. Activities aimed at vocational and languages qualifications development are needed. A lot of work needs to be done within the European Action Plan on languages. 

Questions about human rights also arise. What do we do with the agencies which cheat the people and leave them homeless? 

The phenomena of migration may be used to bring the standards up in other fields. 

Using the workers from elsewhere is not a substitute for dealing with the discrimination on your own market.

Jan KUŁAKOWSKI

· The migration consequences evoked an immediate reaction of the civic society 
· We need to distinguish between the free movement of workforce and migration 
· Labour market opening may be a way leading to a complete disappearance of illegal work 

· Migration fills the gaps in the labour markets of the Member States 

· We have to remember about the fact that the migration from outside the European Union is becoming an increased reality. It enhances the development of the countries which do not belong to the European community which should continue to expand. We need a common European policy on this issue. 
· We should take into account the consequences of migration not only in the receiving but also in the sending countries. We should reflect on the problem of the returns of the people who were not successful.

· Mobility is positive to an extent when it really allows the people to meet, get to know each other and express solidarity.

Ewa SADOWSKA

expressed her gratitude for the Eurodeputies, Jan Kulakowski and Jean Lambert. She described the model local partnerships which are being created in Poland by the Barka Consortium. She talked about the need to prepare the citizens for migration before they leave their country. Ewa described the Polish – British Partnership for Employment which was established in London and explained how the idea of a European Migrants’ Integration Network was established. The EuroMI network covers partners from 12 countries at the moment. She said about the appeal to the European Commission which was send by the Barka Foundation and its partners to the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities and described the pilot project of the creation of the 5 model Centres for Migrants’ Integration.. 

Agent Provocateur, Alfonso MATTERA, Special Adviser to the Vice-President of the European Commission, Franco Frattini, Academic Director of the European College of Parma, Professor At College of Europe, Bruges and LUISS University, Rome.

 „Cives europaei sumus?”

Alfonso Matera made a brief summary of the history of European citizenship starting with a question: „Are we Europe’s citizens?”

He referred to the Greek roots of the European Civilisation. The society of the ancient Greece was founded on the principles of respect for human dignity and democracy. It was a community based on freedom. The same values were shared and disseminated by the Roman Empire and the Christian civilization. Tolerance and universalism were in the centre of interest. In short, this is what can be said about the roots of our identity.  

And what were the major stages that have made us EU citizens? The treaties of Rome which forgot the EU citizens and dealt only with the economic aspects. Someone has once pointed out that the White Chart is very good but it does not say anything about the citizens. Another person responded: This is because it is not the doctrine which creates Europe but a those who are bold and in power.

Discussion

During the discussion referring to the opening session there was a postulate from the part of a EURES representative that instead of creating new structures (such as EuroMI), the financing of the existing EURES network should be increased. Jean Lambert agreed to the point that the EURES financing should be increased but she also underlined the role of sufficient publicity which is not something that you can legislate for. Ewa Sadowska pointed out that EURES does a great job in the field of workers’ exchange but it is not able to deal with a better integration of the migrants. The EURES and the EuroMI networks should stay in close cooperation. Jerome VIGNON questioned the hypothesis that the European Union should take the responsibility for the migrants’ integration. In his opinion the EU is responsible exclusively for the workers’ mobility. The integration should be subject to the receiving Member States. 

One of the participants of the conference, a person from Slovakia, blamed the New Accession Countries for their constant compromises which are not so often made by the Old Member States. Examples of such compromises are, in his opinion, the transnational agreements regarding the gradual opening of the labor markets in the Member States. An answer was given by Jan Kułakowski, a former Polish EU accession negotiator, who strongly opposed this view. His experiences clearly show that both sides make compromises.     

PANEL I: THE CITIZENS’ PERSPECTIVE ON WORKERS’ MOBILITY
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 Stefano BRAZZODURO, a member of ECAS Citizens’ Panel, which operated throughout the Year of Workers’ Mobility spoke from the perspective of a citizen stressing the fact that the legislators are very often a little bit distant from the lives of the regular inhabitants of Europe. Stefano underlined that the idea of citizens’ panels is a very important tool of dialogue between the citizens and the European administration. Europe should organize more such panels which create the opportunity to express our opinions. Stefano presented an idea of creation of a universal European Tax Identification Number which would be eligible in every Member State. 
