EUROPEAN INTEGRATION FUND

annual budget : 4 million € - 2007-2013

This fund is giving grants to promote new and innovative ways of integrating immigrants, building wherever possible on past experience.  The concerned domains are : socials affairs, Security, Citizenship and Justice.  Different organisations of the European Union can apply : Administrations, States ; Universities ; Associations ; Local and Regional authorities ; Development NGOs ; Research centres in different qualifying activities like : creation of networks ; Pilot project ; Exchange of know-how ; Creation of tools.

The creation of this European Integration Fund is the follow-up of the former INTI preparatory action 2002-2006.  It makes part of the “Solidarity and management of migration flows” framework programme and is complementary to the actions for asylum, return policy and border management.

The different objectives of this fund are : 

· Reinforce the capacity of national organisations so that they can give a better answer to the needs of different groups of third-country nationals, 

· Reinforce the ability of the host society to adjust to increasing diversity

· Facilitate organisation and implementation of admission procedures for migrants by reinforcing their integration

· Help the organisation to implement of introduction programmes and activities for third-country nationals 

· Develop civic, political and cultural participation by third country nationals in the host society

In 2006 actions were financed through 4 strands of the programme :

1. Support for transnational networks and exchange of information, establishment of transnational activities between stakeholders

· Organize platforms for dialogue between public authorities, private enterprises and representatives of civil society, including migrant associations,

· Transfer of information, lessons learned and good practice concerning integration of immigrants

2. Information and dialogue by raising awareness of fundamental European values and the promotion of information about immigrants (traditions, culture, religion…)

3. Upgrading of knowledge of integration issues

Analyse national integration programmes and practices and examine new ways of integrating immigrants

Any legal person developing a project involving organisations of at least 5 Members states may participate.  (States become EU members since 2004 are preferred).

Additional partners from outside the EU are considered as an added value but cannot apply or receive financial support.

Applicants should prove experience in the field of integration and work on a non profit basis. Projects aiming at administrative cooperation can seek co-financing by the European Fontiers Fund.

Each project can expect between 100.000 and 500.00 € with a maximum of 70% of the eligible costs.

The apply have to be done once a year.

The referent person is : 

John BERN - DG Justice, Freedom and Security, Unit B4

Rue de la Loi, 200

B – 1049    Bruxelles

Tel : (+32)2.296.44.57

Johan.bern@ec.europa.eu - Jai-inti@ec.europa.eu
