On Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th December 2006, Ewa Sadowska of the Barka Foundation and Tim Nicholls of the Simon Community attended the Closing Conference and Ceremony of the European Union's Year of Worker Mobility. Mrs Jean Lambert MEP who had been alerted to the plight of homeless work migrants by the partnership of the Simon Community and Barka Foundation, was one of the opening speakers at the Conference and gave a passionate and clear speech highlighting concerns about the 'transitional' aspects of the Accession Treaty of 2004, and the way that it treats EU citizens of the Accession Countries as 'second class citizens'. 
 
Whilst it is clear that there is much for the European Union to celebrate at the end of this year of Worker Mobility, and the concept of Worker Mobility is going to be of increased significance for the European Economy at large if people can migrate to where there are job shortages, and also learn and develop, by encountering other cultures, languages and work environments. This year of worker mobility has also raised serious issues about the lack of provision at all levels from regional, through national and up to the European level to create effective support systems for migrants for whom things do not work out. 
 
Ewa Sadowska speaking at the opening plenary session highlighted the need for a European Migration Network (EuroMi) of agencies to provide support for all EU Citizens going through the migration process. Both in terms of ensuring that they are well prepared for the migration process in the country of origin, as well as in terms of providing support for work migrants in the host country, both in terms of helping them to find and maintain employment, as well as providing appropriate support for those now experiencing social exclusion in the host country, to help in becoming integrated socially in the new country. The financial backing for a network of Centres for social integration across Europe to support migrants is now imperative. 
 
The conference highlighted the issues, and our partnership and other speakers and agencies were able to raise our concerns with a number of the senior officials in the EU. It is now up to the EU to ensure that the spirit of this Year of Worker Mobility is not lost, and that the principle of free movement of labour does not continue to be for some EU citizens the path toward social exclusion or homelessness. 

Tim Nicholls
The Simon Community
www.simoncommunity.org.uk
Log in if you support the EuroMI project
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