Michelle Mckrearnon from a non-profit company „Furniture Plus” In Edinborough (www.furnitureplus.org.uk), was invited to Poland by a Polish MEP Lidia Geringer de Oedenberg from Wroclaw. On the 11-12th of February 2007 Ms. Mckearnon also visited the Barka Foundation in order to begin cooperation within the EuroMI Project.

At the meeting with Ms Mckearnon a program of cooperation between Polish and the Old Member States’ social cooperatives and social companies was prepared. The programme will be included in the EuroMi Project. 

The cooperation aims At creating a common system of education and internships as well as Exchange of groups willing to set up social cooperatives in Poland.

It is planned that the Polish Centres for Social Economy will be preparing members of social cooperatives for around 3-6 months in order to Prepare them to a selection process. From among groups of social cooperative members ( those who have already set up a cooperative or those who are willing to do so)future trainees will be recruited. They will be sent  on an internship to one of the Old Member States.  The internships will last from 2 weeks to 3 months. 

The social cooperatives members education will last one year. The programme will include courses on how to set up a cooperative, setting up a cooperative, training preparing for an internship abroad, the internship, and evaluation of the internship after the trainees return to Poland. 

Polish cooperative members will introduce European standards to their cooperatives thanks to the internships that they will do in one of the Old Member States. This will be a very important outcome of the project.  It is also planned to support social cooperatives activities by European founding within the project. 

The Project will be prepared in detail in the middle of March. 

In the meantime an offer of the experts from the Polish  Ministry of Regional Development is being discussed. They have proposed to create in cooperation with the European Commission a status of a “European social cooperative”.  
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