On the 7th February 2007  EuroMI representatives – Malgorzata Malak and Ewa Sadowska met with 2 vice-speakers of the Polish Senate – Mr Maciej Plazynski and Mr Ryszard Legutko. The meetings concerned Barka Foundation’s activity in the field of „work migration” and the Barka’s application for financial support to  the Centers for Migrants’ Integration in 5 European capitals. 

During the meetings, Barka’s activity in the frames of arising European Network of Migrants’ Integration EuroMI was discussed. It also included the activity for better preparing of Polish citizens for going abroad (preventive activity in Poland) and initiatives taken up abroad for softening the negative effects of “work migration” (Centers for Migrants’ Integration).

Mr. Maciej Plazynski, a Polish Vice-Speaker who had been already engaged in Barka’s activity before (he helped to organise a pilgrimage of Polish homeless people to the Pope in 2000), asked about the scope of support to be provided by the Centers for Migrants’ Integration in London, Dublin, Paris, Madrid and Rome and if they were going to support migrants from other new EU Member States as well 

The EuroMI representatives told the Vice Speaker about the activity of the Centers for Social Integration in Poland (called CIS), founded on the base of the Social Employment Act. The 5 Centres created abroad will be based on the model used In Poland. The Centre for Migrants’ Integration will be a pillotage institutions providing support such as : vocational training, AA support groups, legal and psychological advice, language courses, entrepreneurship courses, phone call information centre, support In finding the missing, medical support etc.
The Vice Speaker Plazynski described the assessment procedure of financial bids sent to the Senate concerning support to the Poles living abroad. First of all , the applications are formally assessed by the Senat Office for Poles Living Abroad. Secondly their content is being checked. The final decision on granting is made by the Senate’s Management (Prezydium Senatu). The Speaker was also talking about a recent debate in the Senate, concerning the last wave of Polish work migration. The debate was focused on the question for the relationship between the recent migration and the people, who migrated  because of Polish territory changes (3 partitions of Poland in 18/19 century and the Soviet Union attack in 1939) 

The Vice-Speaker Legutko, who had known Barka activity only from hearing, was asking detailed questions about Barka’s activities and its effects for Poland. The EuroMi representatives talked about the model system “from exclusion to integration” organized by The Barka Foundation and its partners in Poland for people, who are perceived as “migrants in their own country”. The Speaker asked also about people who would be employed in the Centers for Migrant’s Integration in the  5 European capitals. The representatives described the starting  process of organising internships for specialists, who could later on  work in the Centers and the planned process of recruitment -  mainly from among Poles living in the countries where the Centers will be created, i.e. – Great Britain, Ireland, France, Spain and Italy. 

The Speaker asked, if the problems of work migrants were not being solved already by existing migrants’ organizations and by consulate services. The representatives explained, that the organizations have no funds for supporting such an influx of migrants and are not prepared to work neither with the excluded nor  in the field of integration in its broader sense. Their role is only limited to  information materials publication, which unfortunately does not reach people in need. Problems faced by work migrants are also beyond the competence of consulate services, which don’t have sufficient employees. The problem was pointed out to The Barka Foundation representatives by the Polish Consul General in London Mr. Janusz Wach.     
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