Michael Collins form Community Info Source in Glasgow came with a study visit to the Barka Foundation seat in Poznań on the 22nd of February 2007. The Community InfoSource is a local organisation founded in reaction to a growing problem of homelessness among work migrants and refugees in Scotland. The Community Info Source wants to broaden its scope of work and begin to act on the international level.

     There are already 30-40 thousand European work migrants living In Scotland. They often come without necessary information on Scottish legislation, without language skills, they often have problems with finding accommodation. They are therefore vulnerable to various kinds of abuse and misuse.   

If a work migrant loses their job suddenly it often implies that they will become homeless soon. They are not entitled to social benefit unless they have worked in the UK for 14 months. 

Despite relatively migrant friendly legislation and various support programs many migrants suffer from poverty and unemployment. Michael Collins highlighted the fact that work migrants are perceived positively by the Scotts Since there is insufficient number of workers In Scotland and the influx of work migrants is a chance for the development of Scotland.


Community Info Source is a research organisation preparing recommendations and offering various solutions to the problems faced by the migrants and refugees. Community InfoSource is the initiator of the first report in Scotland concerning migrants and their difficult situation. Previous reports and researches conducted in Scotland concentrated mainly on the influence of the work migrants forces onto the Scottish economy. The report called ”Door Step Equal Access” presents discrimination faced by the migrants every day In terms of employment and housing.

Michael Collins highlighted the importance of including the migrants themselves into th process of research. They can than become experts and advisors to other migrants coming to Scotland and create a network of support.

                   

The aim of the study visit was to begin a transnational partnership with the Barka Foundation in terms of monitoring and with the EuroMI network. 

Tomasz Sadowski, the Barka Foundation president considers the future cooperation as very important and enriching In terms of common information Exchange, good practices and recommendations  Exchange.  

During his stay in Poznan Michael Collins cisited a Centre for Social Integration and took part in the foundatory meeting of a new Re GENERATION association. 

In return he invited the EuroMI representatives to the official launch of the “Door Step Equal Access” report in Glasgow on the 23rd of March 2007. 
