Jobless must learn English or lose benefits, warn ministers

UNEMPLOYED people who cannot speak English will have to prove they are learning the language or face losing their benefits under government plans. 

Around 40,000 jobless people say they are held back from finding employment because of their poor English, while £4.5 million is spent on translators in job centres. 

Ministers say this cash would be better spent on teaching them language skills. 

Welfare Minister Jim Murphy is expected to announce the measures, which are set to come into effect in April, in a speech in London. 

Ethnic minorities workers earn on average one-third less than other people. 

The Government says that is unacceptable, and believes that bridging the language gap is a step towards redressing the balance. 

A wide-ranging review of welfare provisions, including plans to get lone parents back to work earlier, is currently being conducted by the Government.

